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Design Principles

-  architectural presence

-  responsive building

-  campus activation

-  public Interface

-  collaborative learning

-  flexibility

-  staff Amenity

-  operational efficiency

-  24 hour access

-  flexible, safe and integrated engineering

-  efficient structure

-  occupational health and safety, universal access



urbanism



raymond 
priestley
building

baldwin
spencer
building

union house

union lawn

union lawn



ian potter
museum

masson road

richard berry
building

old geology

masson road



spencer road

elisabeth
murdoch
building

spencer road



little lane

redmond 
barry

building



surrounding heights



bicycle

pedestrian

vehicular 

swanston 
st/melbourne 

cafe 

south
lawn 

car park 

car park 

tram 
stop

vehicular

pedestrian

bicycle



master plan



built pedagogy



michelangelo, studies for the laurentian library scamozzi, title page  of  the collection of the designs of  
andrea palladio



bauhaus curriculum



ecole des beaux arts, paris, 1844

bauakademie,  berlin, 1832

technical university, berlin,  1912



bauhaus , dessau, 1926, plans 
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academic environment






  flexibility
The  building has to be able to adapt to 

changing curricula; it should be possible to 
do everything  from model making, to com-

puter simulation, from film work to proto-
typing, from concentrated study to group 

performance.  „

„



  market place
The university is a bit like a market place, where you can choose your 

future profession.  I would like to see more of the different courses that 
are on offer; there may be something I didn’t even know about. So of 

course this has to be a building for Architecture most of all, but it would 
be nice if it would open itself to the other departments and would also 

invite them in.  „

„

  cantina
It definitly needs a good cafe and a bar; the food 

should be better than the usual junk food. The can-
tina is also the best place for formal and informal 

meetings.  „

„

  learning from peers
The studio is the most important place of learning; not 

just because you learn by doing but also you learn so 
much from the other students.  „

„

  home
We spend so much time in the Faculty buil-

ding, it becomes like a second home; it 
would be nice to have a few niches where 
you can make a private phone call or just 

chill out; of course there has to be food and 
drink somewhere.  „

„

  privacy
You also have to be able to shut your-
self off, in order to concentrat on 
your work; all open plan spaces can 
be quite disturbing.  „

„

  robustness
The best architecture school is a hose-

down shed.  „

„



   i want to open a window
In our studio the air conditioning never works; its either 

too cold or too hot; in some places it is really drafty and if 
you don’t wear a hat your constantly ill.  I sometimes just 

long to open a window.  „

„
  efficiency

I don’t want to waste my time running from one 
location to another; the building should combine 
all facilities. It also has to be well equipped with 

Internet access, and a sufficient amount of po-
wer points for all our equipment.  „

„

  sustainability
I think  a new building should be an example of sustainability. 
We are talking so much about ecological architecture, I think 
it would be really useful to have a 1:1 sample where one can 
see how things work (or how they don’t work). There should 

be some information on energy consumption and carbon 
emission.  „

„
  natural light

I hate to be in electric light all day; I really want some 
natural light; that’s particularly important when you 

stare into your computerscreen all day long.  „

„

  green space
The Melbourne campus has a lot of trees and a very green feel 

to it. The new building mustn’t disturb that.  Actually it would be 
nice to have more of it. Also it would relly be nice to work in the 

open; we have a mild climate for most of the year.  „
„





“...the best architecture 
school is probably a hose 
down vertical shed...”

Professor Shane Murray  Monash University

Foundation Professor and Head of Department of Architecture



sustainability







“…we have more to lose than any other developed nation if the 
world fails to reduce the carbon pollution that causes climate 
change”.

“The Australian Government has a substantial commitment to 
reduce our carbon pollution by 60 per cent of 2000 levels by 
2050.” 

“By 2020, we have committed to reduce Australia's carbon pol-
lution by up to 15 per cent .…”

“Market based economic reforms like the Carbon Pollution 
Reduction Scheme are a critical part of global leadership on 
climate change”

CARBON POLLUTION REDUCTION SCHEME: AUSTRALIA'S LOW POLLUTION FUTURE

White Paper by the Government of Australia
15 December 2008



The University of Melbourne Council has adopted targets for 
2008-2010 and 2030 to reduce carbon emissions on its            
campuses. A program has been developed to achieve major 
reductions in our carbon footprint by 2030 to decrease the     
environmental impact of our operations.

Measures to reduce carbon footprint
 	                                                                
Reduction in Energy Use	                       
Certified Green Energy	                        
Abatement Measures (carbon offsets)	 
Total Impact	                                            

„ACHIEVING A SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS“, University of Melbourne

 	                                                                
2008    2009    2010    2030
 10%     15%	    20%   >20%
 10%     15%     20%	  >20%
   5%	    10%	    10%	
 25%	    40%	    50%	  100%
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comfort cooling

         7%

Construction
material selection on overall performance: 20% reduction

Lighting
maximise daylight (narrow plan), use movement activation for light 
control: 30% reduction

Ventilation
reduce mechanical ventilation to absolute minimum, use natural 
cross ventilation, use heat recovery in winter, use well insulated 
facades: 30% reduction

Cooling
reduce cooling to absolute minimum, employ efficient sunshading, 
use night cooling: 70% reduction 

Computers, servers
use energy saving equipment: reduction 15%

Overall reduction: 33%
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TOWARDS A CARBON NEUTRAL CAMPUS

Energy consumption and hence carbon emission could be reduced 
by 1/3 through intelligent design.

Further carbon reduction can be achieved through the use of rene-
wable energy such as biomass, solar and geothermal energy. These 
can be employed building by building, but campus-wide strategies 
would be more efficient.

A combined heat and power plant accompanied with absorption 
chillers, for example,  could  provide carbon neutral electricity,  
heating and cooling.

Such strategies can be investigated by our team. 













synthesis: the proposal
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studio floor layout
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enclosed studio layout
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